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Introduction 

In this presentation I will be comparing two drastically different countries of the human 

development index, i will be telling you everything about their institutions, roads, 

sanitation, geography and at the same time comparing them. The countries I will be 

speaking about in this presentation are Switzerland compared to Myanmar.  



Charters of each country  

Rank         HDI             life                expected  years of      average years    PPP                                

……………………………………………………expectancy…………schooling………. Of schooling

Swizterland     2            0.946         83.6                      16.2                            13.4              59,37

Myanmar       145        0.584         66.9                       10.3                            5.0                5,764

Seeing the charter of each country we can clearly see that there is a drastic difference in the living 

standard. Not only on the economic side and materialistic side but also the privilege in society.

In Myanmar we can see that the life expectancy and the average years of schooling are very low 

compared to Switzerland. But what does that mean? This means that there are drastic differences 

between the conditions of life in each of these countries, housing quality, medicines, transport 

quality, jobs and economy.  



Institutions in myanmar (hospitals, housing, schools…)

Developed and developing countries both are trying to make they're housing provisions better. 

However major poverty and high increase of population are the big challenges that developing 

countries are facing. Myanmar is one of them too, the government is in an emergency to provide 

the housing for citizens, especially in its most rapidly growing city of Yangon. The government has 

been planning to construct the "one million housing project" since 2011, it is expected to be 

accomplished by 2030. However, this target was not met for the first five-year fiscal plan. The 

citizens question whether the government will accomplish the project in time.

LIke any developing country Myanmar is facing economic problems compared to its population 

and although MYanmar's healthcare is not the worst it has some things to be resolved in every 

field. In the field of healthcare, there are problems in maternal and child health, nutrition, infectious 

disease controls, access to healthcare services, and quality of services.

Schooling is obligatory until the end of elementary school, probably about 9 years old, while the 

compulsory schooling age is 15 or 16 at international level. The literacy rate of Myanmar , 

according to the 2014 Burma Census stands at 89.5% (males: 92.6%, females: 86.9%).



Switzerland's housing situation is a good one, Housing provision in Switzerland is market based. 

Switzerland's inhabitants have sufficient access to good-quality housing. Population growth, low 

interest rates, the shrinking size of households and a generally positive economic climate meaning 

that demand for housing has increased in recent years. Although Switzerland’s housing quality 

seems outstanding it has suffered some problems in the past years. These include high living costs, 

lack of social interaction, and the quality of people’s residential neighbourhood.

Switzerland has the best healthcare system in the world!But why is that? Swiss residents are 

required by law to purchase health insurance (mandatory health insurance, or MHI). No one is 

denied coverage for pre-existing conditions. The government supports MHI for people with low 

income.

Switzerland also has one of the best educational systems in the world. The world economic forum 

proclaims that; “benefit from the very high-quality of its primary schools and of the education system 

as a whole but also from a strong rate of vocational training and high level of skill diversity”.

Institutions in Switzerland (hospitals, housing, schools…)



Transport & quality of roads in Myanmar  

Myanmar benefits more of small villages more than big cities. This means that small towns  rely 

heavily on motorcycle taxis and trishaws (trishaws are three wheeled vehicles, like a tuk tuk) as 

the main modes of local transport. BIg cities like the capital or  Mandalay, Pathein, and others 

have public buses, they take regular routes along the main avenues for a fixed per-person rate. Big 

cities can also benefit from taxis. Standard rates for taxis, motorcycle taxis, trishaws and horse 

carts are sometimes 'boosted' for foreigners. To indicate the quality of roads, a international 

measure is used (a number between 1 low - 7 high). The last data recorded for Myanmar’s roads 

was in 2015 and was 2.33, this means that the roads have a mediocre quality compared to the 

world average which is 4.04.



Transport & quality of roads in Switzerland 

A more developed country Switzerland benefis form many public transportation. Big cities 

such as Geneve or Gstaad  include; tram,cable cars, subway/metro, public buses,private 

buses, taxis, long distance buses, trains. Small villages or towns have less options but still 

include;trains, trams and buses. To indicate the quality of roads, a international measure is 

used (a number between 1 low - 7 high). The last data recorded for Swiss roads was in 2019 

and was 6.3, this means that the roads have a very high quality compared to the world 

average which is 4.04.



Sanitation in Myanmar 

Myanmar has had many sanitation problems in the past. Some of the main problems 

are: used facilities, poor economy, and water scarcity.

insufficient sanitation is hampering Myanmar's effort to reduce child and maternal 

mortality and illnesses such as diarrhoea that contribute to child stunting, which affects 

32 per cent of children in rural areas and 20 per cent in urban areas. MAny people are 

dying due to waterborne diseases. Some charities and big organizations such as 

UNICEF are trying to help them by instoring toilets and medicines into communities.



Sanitation in Switzerland 

In the last century switzerland has been one of the rising countries in sanitation, 

hygiene and water. Not only did the infrastructures created help to the global 

development of the country but also helps reduce water borne diseases such as 

typhoid fever. Between 1876 and 1901 Switzerland experienced a rapid economic 

development and modernisation as well as rising living standards. It didn’t only 

ameliorate its infrastructures and its population sanitation but also street hygiene and 

social environment. Today thanks to its high standards and development its stands at 

the top 10 countries for best quality of life and sanitation. 



Geography in Myanmar 

Is Myanmar a good place to invest? Does it have particular geographical benefits? 

Myanmar has an important assets to today's economy which is access to the sea and 

easy neighbouring countries. The only problem is that the development of Myanmar 

infrastructure has yet to catch up with the market growth; having bad transportation 

and bad infrastructures within a big difference of social classes is extremely bad for the 

country’s economy. 



Geography in Switzerland 

Does Switzerland have a geographical advantage over Myanmar? I would say yes but 

it does have disadvantages. As a business location Switzerland has more 

disadvantages than actual benefits. Firstly it does not have access to the sea, knowing 

that almost ALL the important trade routes are maritime it gives switzerland a great 

disadvantage. Another geographic disadvantage is its tall mountains, these giants 

mean that less population will be able to live there. Switzerland’s largest city (Zurich) 

hosts  400,000 people, in contrast to a world where in urban areas there are 10 million 

people or more. Although it struggles with access to sea Switzerland is in the centre of 

Europe. It has excellent transport links. It mounts the Alps and has the world's longest 

tunnel to ensure that the mountain barrier can be crossed any time of year. The 

infrastructure is in good repair and provides a reliable base for businesses.


